In my next life | wanna be a female bear.

If you're a bear, you get to hibernate. You do nothing but seep for six months. | could
deal with that.

Before you hibernate you're supposed to eat yourself stupid. | could do that.

If you're a bear, you birth your children (who are the size of walnuts) while you're
sleeping and wake to partially grown, cut cuddly cubs. | could definitely deal with that.

If you're a mama bear, everyone knows you mean business. You swat anyone who bothers
your cubs. If your cubs get out of line, you swat them, too. | could deal with that.

If you're a bear, your mate "expects' you to wake up growling. He "expects' that you will
have hairy legs and excess body fat.

Yup! | wannabeabear...... HAPPY NEW YEAR and wishing for a MILD WINTER!
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| hope everyone has recovered from the 'holly daze' by now. I'm writing this from Virginia,
where the temperatures are supposed to reach into the 60's today. Maybe I'll get a chanceto sitinthesunin
my shirtsleeves and carve again today. Did that one day last week. It was great.

| found a site mentioned on the web that is well worth checking out. If | could nameiit, I'd name it
‘extreme pencil carving'. Unbelievable what they've done with a common pencil.
http://infofreaks.com/jad/enpitsu-e.html

Since we have several new carvers, thought I'd mention the Carver's Companion e-zine again. For those
who don't know, it's a wealth of information on carving, patterns, techniques, etc. The site is:
http://carverscompanion.com

One of thefirst things | want to do for next year isto get an active seminar committee this next year.
We already have Dave Sabol and Peter Benson interested in returning and info on a couple others who
would beinterested. All would cost and will only be given if there is enough interest by our membersin
attending to pay most of the cost of the seminar. If you want quality seminars by known carvers, you will
have to support the programs. Even though you may have to travel some distance, the costs will still be
considerably less than you would pay to attend a seminar out of State, especialy if you have to pay for a
room and meals. I'm going to encourage the seminar comm. to try and schedule the seminars in different
parts of the State, but this may require a member serving as a host for the presenter. My feeling/opinion is
that if someone serves as host and puts up and feeds the presenter, then the seminar should be free for that
member. But that is something the BOD will need to decide.

If you might be interested in being on the seminar committee, please let me know. My e-mail is:
Iclark@pivot.net. I'd like to see all the groups have a representation on the committee.

Happy Carving,
Loyd

An old Wild West fort is about to be attacked. The wily old general sends for his trusty Indian
scout. "You must use all your thirty years of skill in trying to estimate the sort of army we are up
against here."

The trusty Indian scout lies down and puts his ear to the ground. "Heap large war party," he says,
"maybe three hundred braves, four chiefs, two on black stallions, two on white stallions. All have
war paint. Many, many, guns. Medicine man also with them."

"Good grief!" exclaims the general. "You can tell all of that just by listening to the ground?"

"No," replies the Indian, "I can see under the gate."



Chapter Reports

Central Maine Carvers

It's been said that the Festival of Trees was a success
again this year and, as always, the MWCA was very
special. Donn Wolfe says that thisis hislast year to
Chair the Hinckley Tree project. Dave Brown and
Jim Violette will be picking up where Donn leaves
off. Thanks Donn for your many years of service to
this project. A job well done!

The Centra Maine Carvers Chapter will meet at
Ruby Tuesdays in Waterville on January 4th for their
"annua dinner" at 5:30PM. This is a "revived"
tradition for the Chapter. No more than dinner and
conversation with carving friends ... no meeting or
awards. This takes the place of a regular (1st
Wednesday of the month) carving session at the usual
meeting place.

Dave Brown

Coastal Carvers

The Coastal Carvers and guests met for their annual
Christmas Party on December 10 at the lovely
Breman home of Phyllis and Richard Baldwin.
Appetizers and punches awaited those arriving early
and a delicious pot-luck dinner was served at noon

Main Course Table with Theresa Violette,
Richard and Bev Nickerson and Jim Violette.

followed by a Yankee Christmas Swap. Among the
items hotly contested was a “ plumbers helper” with a
duck head handle carved by Gordon Harde.

Plumber’s Helper in the final possession of
Jim Wade

Carol Durgin admires the Santa Bear carved
by Loyd Clark during the short time it was
hers.



Dave Brown and Kathy Webster chat. Claire
Harde, Loyd Clark and Jim Wade in the
background.

Every item offered as a gift was lovely and confirms
the talent in our group. Dave Brown won the candy
jar guessing contest.

Our next meeting, January 21, will feature Kathy
Webster who will teach us...something....it will be a
surprise...bring your carving tools. Remember to
bring the Feather ID pins, from the November
meeting, for grading by teacher, Bill Martell.

Happy New Y ear and Good Health to all!

South Coast Carvers

The South Coast Carvers did not meet in the month
of December, but we would like to wish you al a
Happy New Y ear and prosperity in your carving.

We will be meeting again starting this month on the
4th Tuesday of each month Wood Craft store
Newington NH and would be glad to have you join
us, bring your Show and Tell pieces and any current
projects

Robert Philippe

Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers

No report this month

Carver Street Carvers

We have been pretty lax during the holiday season. We
plan to get back into carving during January. We have
been eyeing different projects, maybe some larger things,
we want to do more difficult things, broaden our horizons,
maybe. We'll see.

We hope you al had great holidays. We wish you al a
very Happy and Healthy and Whittling New Y ear!!

Loretta Rabassa, Secretary

Capital Carvers

Christmas Party held on December 15th. We had 19
people come to help eat al of the good
food...beverages, sea food, snacks...all of the good
stuff that goes with the season. We had a very active
Y ankee Swap...with heated gift exchanges.

Everyone is welcome to join us on Thursday night at
6:00 PM. Bring aknife and your sense of humor.

George Gunning

Politics is the art of making yourself popular
with the people by giving them grants out of
their own money.

-The Lion May 1994
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Financial Report MWCA Checkbook

11/30/05 to 12/31/05
Starting Balance $4,760.88
INCOME:
Memberships 247.50
Total Income: 247.50
EXPENSES:
Nov and Dec newsletters 220.96
Augusta Armory Rental 2006 950.00
Total Expenses. 1,170.96
Ending balance 12/31/05 $3,837.42

Details of any transaction are available fromthe
Secretary/Treasurer, Pat Cornwell.

Just because you do not take an interest in
politics doesn®mean politics won®take an
interest in you. ...........ccee. Pericles (430 B.C.)

Talk is cheap... except when Congress does
PP Unknown



DOWNEAST
SHOW
COMMITTEE

We are now in the process of setting up the
committee for the 2006 show, to be held at
the Augusta Armory on October 7 (Sat) &
8(Sun), 2006.

We are anxious to get started early with our
committee organization and task lineups, so
we are scheduling a Saturday meeting at

on January 21° in Waterville at the
Grand Asian Buffet restaurant.

The restaurant will set aside a quiet area for
our group to sit together and the price is
$6.95 per person. They have American as
well as Asian food on the buffet. The
restaurant is located on Kennedy Memorial
Drive after you get off 1-95 at the first
Waterville exit (coming from the South).
Turn right as you get off the exit ramp. You’'ll
find the restaurant on your right about 500
yards after the first traffic light on KMD.

We plan to finish our meeting by 1:00PM so
that you can travel safely back to where you
came from long before supper!

Kathy Webster
kwebster @gwi.net or (207) 865-3286

Dave Brown
browndav@adelphia.net or (207) 873-3370

Mar ¢ Johnson recovering at
Maine Medical Center

MWCA member, Marc Johnson, earlier this month,
underwent extensive surgery at the Maine Medical
Center in Portland. Y ou know Marc from his
presentation of his documentary of the Last Log
Drivein Maine at our Annual Meeting this year and
the Johnson’ s invitation to visit their home during
heron nesting season, plus articles he has submitted
to the newsletter.

We all wish Marc a speedy return to good health and
hope that he will soon be home. Our good wishes are
also going to hiswife, Holly. May 2006 bring good
things to you both.

ATTENTION,
CARVERSINVITED

The Maine State M useum, Augusta, will be opening
a new display in January featuring decoys and decoy
carving. They would like to have decoys for display
and several people to demonstrate carving decoys.

If you are interested in displaying or demonstrating,
call Mr. John Otis of the Museum. Mr. Otis and/or
his manager, Mr. John Bailey, can be reached at
(207) 287-8110. The “Antique Decoy” display will
be opening on Saturday, January 21, 2006 and run
until sometime mid-March. Admission on opening
day will be free. There is an admission charge on
other days:

$2 for adults;

$1 for senior citizens & children 18-5 years.

Free to 5 and under

Hours are Weekdays 9-5; Saturday 10-4;
Sunday 1-4. Closed on state holidays.

It may be agood event for some of you decoy carvers
to get some exposure and set up sales for yourselves
and good will for MWCA.
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Williams and Holland@ Law:
If enough data is collected,
anything may be proven by
statistical methods.



