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State museum 
offers new 
exhibit 
 
Over 40 Maine 
decoys will be 
displayed at the 
Maine State 
Museum exhibit 
this winter. 
 
Left, the 
museum’s 
decoys on 
display.  
 
MWCA 
represented at 
opening of 
exhibit. 
 
Story and photos 
inside. 
 
Photos this page  by 
Carol Durgin 
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   Samples of Hardecoys 
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 Well, we’re into the New Year now. Hopefully, everyone has their new tools all sharpened up and has had a 
chance to try them out several times by now. I got myself a couple new gouges, to fill a couple ‘gaps’  in my collection, but 
haven’ t had a chance to try them out yet.  So much wood, so many projects, but so little time. 
  
 I apologize to many of the groups, as I haven’ t been able to get around to their meetings like I have in the past.  
Lately, it seems that I have other commitments on those days.  I plan to try and do better from now on, as I miss seeing all 
my friends & their works, not to mention learning new things. 
  
 Again, we need people willing to run for the secretary/treasurer position this year. This would only be a one year 
commitment, as it would be for 2nd year of the 2 year officer term [unless someone wanted a 2 year term ;o) ].   Also, I’m 
still looking for a couple more people for the seminar committee.  Two of the groups have got a representative and possibly 
a 3rd group.  If you want a seminar in your area, the surest way to assure that is to have representation on the committee.  A 
couple of persons that are willing to put on seminars for us have mentioned they’d be willing to do a couple in different 
areas during their time up here. BUT, we need member support, both on the committee to set them up, and the attendance 
at the seminars.  People keep saying they want ‘known’  carvers for seminars. This is your chance to get that. NOW IT’S 
UP TO YOU!  The contacts have been made & the people are awaiting info from us. 
  
 Some site links you may find useful for the info they provide: 
Articles on carving at Woodcraft - http://www.woodcraft.com/search/searcharticles.aspx 
Pictures from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - http://images.fws.gov/ 
Info on chainsaw carving [with some ‘how-to’s’ ] -  http://www.chainsawsculptors.com/ 
Some examples of greenman carvings & what they are - http://www.chrispye-woodcarving.com/greenman/gm_index.html  
Some carving patterns & articles - http://www.woodcarvers.org/articles_patterns.htm  
Directions for carving a spoon - http://www.spoonlady.com/hothow.htm  
  
If you’re not having fun carving, you must be trying too hard! 
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John Bradford sent a very interesting article from Forbes Magazine”  Duck Calls”  on decoys and the prices they are getting at 
auction.  I ran out of space this month, will try to include it next month.   
 
Thanks also to the folks who sent the newspaper article, “Decoys of Old”   from the Kennebec Journal on the Maine State Museum’s 
exhibit.   Didn’ t have space for that either.   
 
A big thank you to all who contribute information each month…makes my job a lot easier.  Ed. 
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Chapter  Repor ts 
 

Central Maine Carvers 
 
The Hinckley School held its Volunteer Luncheon on 
January 6 in appreciation for the work at The Festival of 
Trees week.  Lucette and I also work as greeters during 
the Festival Week so we were both invited.  Also invited 
were those who worked setting up and tearing down the 
Maine Wood Carvers tree.  Jim Violette and Norman 
Scott were able to attend.  
 

 
 

I have coordinated the Maine Wood Carvers Assoc. tree 
since its inception in 1998 and felt it was time for a 
change of leadership, so I turned it over to the Central 
Maine Carvers to carry it on. 
 
At the luncheon, I was presented a plaque in appreciation 
“HELPING HAND AWARD”  for the support for Boys 
and Girls of Good Will-Hinckley, The festival of Trees 
1998 – 2005.   
 
To all those who have consistently donated a carving year 
after year, I give you a big thanks.  You made it work!  
Our tree has been a big success and I hope it is carried on 

Donn Wolfe 
 
 

Coastal Carvers 
 

Carol called the meeting to order.  There were 17 people 
in attendance.  Two new visitors were there:  Jim 
Thompson and Shane McClintock.  A thank you note 
from the Baldwins was acknowledged. 
 

Carol reported on the Downest Mtg. held at the Asian 
Buffet.  Eighteen people were in attendance.  You will 

find the information on that meeting enclosed in this 
newsletter.  A thank you was stated to Gary Cornwell for  
 
 
 
 
his Quality Show Information he passed along to the 
MWCA.  If you are headed to a show or a place to spread 
the news about the show changes, please call Bob Perry and 
he will get some flyers to you to distribute.  Sixteen 
Captains are recruiting help from the 6 Chapters to help.  If 
you would like to help, call your local chapter, Kathy 
Webster or Dave Brown. 
 

Show-n-Tell was next:  A rock out of wood, feather pins 
and magnets, a boot of mahogany, a lunar moth out of bass 
wood, knitting fox pattern, polar bear and cub in progress, 
eagle out of pine (Live Free or Die), Trail©s End relief-
carving, chip-carved bank, duck in progress, snowman 
ornament and elf ornaments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kathy helping the group.      Photo:  Ed Beach 

 

 
Finished items.        Photo:  Richard Baldwin 

 

Refreshments next, then Kathy Webster instructed us in the 
art of making habitat items.  We made wood stones, paper 
and copper leaves, etc.  She had many ideas for organizing 
the materials needed as well as shared many secrets.  Thank 
you, Kathy for a fun day for all.             (More on page 11. 
Ed) 

Barbara Wade 
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South Coast Carvers 
 
It was good to get together with the group again and get 
back on track with our carving projects.  After canceling 
the December meeting due to the holiday season, the 
South Coast Carvers met on the fourth Tuesday of 
January.   
 
Many members were actively carving.  Bob Scwinger is 
working on a Yellowleg shorebird.  Brian Barber was 
doing hummingbird pins.  Paul Durant is working on a 
Nativity Scene. Many other projects in various stages of 
completion including a Blue Jay, a duck and several bird 
pins were also in the Show and Tell. 
 
As usual, we had one of our lively discussion periods.  
Many opinions and ideas were shared.  We would love to 
hear from you, so please join us any month at Woodcraft 
in The Crossings at Foxrun Mall, Portsmouth, NH on the 
fourth Tuesday. 
 
                                              George Calef, Secretary 
                                                   Bob Philippe, Editor 

    
 

Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers 
 
The following was received after the January newsletter was 
printed and was saved for this (February) newsletter. Ed.   
 
Happy New Year to all! 2006 looks to be a very busy year 
and one of change for me. I have retired and hope to get 
much work completed around the house. I will be 
working 2 or 3 days a week to help with expenses. I also 
have a venture or two that I want to try. 
 
Last month when I sent out the meeting notice by e-mail, 
apparently no one got it. We have changed to a new 
computer and I guess I need to be retrained 
 
January 14 is the date for this month’s meeting at the 
usual time and place. We have a few things to discuss at 
this meeting. Our funds are getting low. Three years ago 
we put $10 each in the kitty (not really dues). This has 
been sufficient to cover any expenses incurred since that 
time, which are mostly postage. We now have several 
more members. Some do not have e-mail. I send a notice 
to everyone who expressed interest in coming to our 
meetings, (up to a year). If they do not attend, I then drop 
them from the notification list. There are different ways of 
generating these funds. (1) We could have a kitty that 
anyone not having anything for SHOW&TELL would 
deposit $1 (first timers exempt). “Coastal Carvers do 
this” . (2) Voluntary donation annually. (3) A fixed 
amount of annual dues. You may have another idea. If so, 
please present it at the meeting. I would also like to see a 
slate of club officers elected. President /Chairman, Vice 
President/Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, or 
Secretary/Treasurer, etc. Think about it. 

 
Current News:  Saturday, January 14 was a great day for a 
wood carving meeting.  Despite the rain, 17 members and 
guests turned out for our monthly meeting. We welcomed 
two new carvers, Elmer Smallwood who claimed to have 
the oldest carving tool at this meeting. A pocket knife he 
negotiated for 50 cents at the age of 6, which was 70 plus 
years ago.  He still carries it every day and it certainly 
shows much use and loving care. Twelve year old Caleb 
Verrill, working on a carving merit badge, is also here for 
the first time. Both of these carvers were invited by Howie 
Munday. We were also pleased to have Austin Blum (also 
age 12) and his mom, Ann, back with us. They live in 
Brookline, NH. 
 
As this was the first meeting of the new year, there were 
several items of business to take care of.  As we had no 
formal dues structure or means of raising money to cover 
cost of postage, carving materials, etc., the membership was 
asked to consider a means of providing these needed funds. 
A formal dues structure was discussed. This was ruled out 
for  
various reasons. A carving sale also was proposed. This 
was not ruled out. However, this could be used as needed in 
the future. A few other ideas were presented and discussed. 
The final decision was to have a container on the table at 
each meeting for donations. The idea is any one may 
contribute any amount he or she desires. It could be an 
amount  
each meeting or a once a year donation. The amount to be 
the individual’s choice, strictly on the honor system.  
 
Volunteers were asked to serve on the MWCA seminar 
committee and on the nominating  
committee. There were no volunteers for either of these 
positions. The members were then asked to select a slate of 
officers to oversee the club affairs. Bob Perry was directed 
to list the positions and the  
responsibilities of each position and present them at the 
February meeting for consideration. Austin and his mom 
offered to handle all electronic communications (e-mail) 
which would relieve some of the burden on the secretary 
position. 
 
 Show & Tell, as always, was great!  However, again, I 
neglected to get any photos of these items:  castle, penguin, 
boot, duck, violin, song bird, house, etc.  I know there were 
more, but I just can’ t remember them all.  My apologies to 
those whom I forgot. 
 
There was discussion and much interest in having someone 
do a step-by-step carving stick of the human face. Bob is to 
look into this for a future meeting(s). 
 
The February meeting will be Saturday, the 11th at the 
usual time and location.  
Happy carving,                               

Bob Perry 
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Carver  Street Carvers 
No report this month.  

 
Capital Carvers 

 
Well it©s time to report again.  Not too much to report yet, 
but we©re rolling! 
 
We had our first meeting of the year on January 19th. 
There was a good showing - 15 people (pretty crowded for 
George’s studio). All agreed that a caricature of a hound 
will be the first project of the year with others to be 
decided in the future. 
  
There is an announcement to be made: 
 

Dave Sabol will be with us again this year for another fine 
seminar.  The dates will be in August on the 22nd - 25th.  
George will host again.  The subject carvings will be Santa 
Claus and a caricature to be announced at a later date.  All 
interested can call either George Gunning at 445-2078 or 
Loyd Clark at 445-2688. 

  Keep your tools sharp, 
Joe Mills 

 jcmills@pivot.net 
   

 
 

Financial Report MWCA Checkbook 
1/01/06 to 1/27/06 

 
Starting Balance   $3,837.42 
 
INCOME: 
Memberships   70.00 
Total Income: 70.00 
 
EXPENSES: 
January newsletter 105.44 
St. of ME Sales Tax 14.83 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
     Curator Permit 25.00 
Web Hosting Website, 2 yr. 94.80 
Total Expenses: 240.07 
 
Ending balance  01/27/06  $3,667.35 
 
Details of any transaction are available from the 
Secretary/Treasurer, Pat Cornwell. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

COASTAL CARVERS, continued 

 
 
     New Carver, Bill Martel & 
          Relief carving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Guest carver, Jim Thompson and Eagle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


