
 

MWCA SEMINAR 
WITH NATIONALY KNOWN CARVER 

CHRIS HOWARD 
 

WHEN:  Saturday, September 30  
and  

Sunday, October 1 
 

WHERE:  Bob Perry’s shop at  
80 Gammon Rd., Sumner, Me. 

 
TUTITION MWCA members $115  

(MWCA -$10 per member) 
Non Members $125 

 
Materials cost  (Bust rough outs) $30 - $50  

Chris will have about 7 rough outs to choose from. 
 

Make checks payable to: 
MAINE WOOD CARVERS ASSN. 

 
TO REGISTER CONTACT 

 

Bob Perry 80 Gammon, Rd. 
Sumner, Me. 04292 
Phone 207 388-2472 

 
Registration Deadline August 31 

 
Chris Howard is a well-known and respected carver from Gatlinburg 
TN teaching Busts and Mantels. His work has appeared in such 
publications as Chip Chats, Carving Magazine, etc. 
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 Well, it seems spring may finally be here, although, it’s not as nice as it was the last two weeks in Virginia.  The 
temperature lows in the 50s at night and into the high 60s – 70s during the days and sun most of the time.  I was able to carve 

outdoors in a T-shirt, shorts, and sandals…a very pleasant experience.  ;-D 
  

 If we want to attract and keep more new members to MWCA, we need to show others how much fun and enjoyment one 
can get from the craft.  To do that, we need to teach others that ‘ they to’  can carve.  It ‘dawned’  on me that we don’ t seem to be 
teaching beginners to carve when they ‘arrive’  at our meetings.  I came upon this conclusion when I was assisting a group in carving 
and had a youngster that didn’ t really know how to make certain cuts, or properly use the knife.  I then remembered that I’d seen 
similar incidences at other times.  Maybe we should have a ‘beginner’s kit’  for newcomers with basic information [basic knife 
techniques, making and using a strop, making and using a thumb protector, etc] and a simple blank or two [work or cowboy boot, 
etc.].  Someone should then be available to assist them and let them try different carving knives [Murphy, Flex-cut, Warren, Cape 
Forge, Denny, etc.] and give them the info/advantages of each, before they purchase one.  I know that I wouldn’ t have purchased a 
couple of my knives, if I’d had a chance to try them first.  Another useful addition would be an MDI catalog, so they could get an 
idea of costs and where to get items.  Also, recommend they purchase a carving glove and learn the ‘safe way’  to carve.  I’ve got 
most of this info already and am going to see if I can’ t get it posted on our website, so all will have access to it and can make up 
their own packets for their groups. 

  
I once read that a good exercise for beginners was to give them a square blank [3/4 – 1“] about 5-6”  long. Then have them 

carve it into a round dowel [teaches about grain, especially if pine used]. Take corners off and then work around, until dowel shape. 
Next, round one end [pull cut]. Then create a ball on that end [stop cut technique]. Have them practice the proper cutting techniques 
while doing this exercise.  It’s simple and shouldn’ t be above anyone’s ability.  Jumping right into a ‘ real’  project can be 
intimidating to a beginner.  When they do start a project, someone should help them, by breaking it down into easy steps until they 
gain more confidence and feel they can do it themselves.  

  
I’m hoping there will be more info on the upcoming Chris Howard seminar in the newsletter. Bob Perry had said it was 

tentatively set for his place in summer, but if the majority of the participants were from another area, he’d see if a more central site 
could be found. So, don’ t be afraid of signing up. Chris is an excellent carver and instructor.  I’d never noticed or heard of him until 
the woodcarvers’  retreat last fall, but was awed by his carvings there.  Since then, I’ ve noticed them in ‘Chip-Chats’  and both of the 
carving magazines.  I took the Monday class of his there, as I wanted to learn more of him. He was good, and also humorous.  I’m 
looking forward to it. 

  
Also, the CCA CarveAlong will be accepting applications for just one day seminars, if you can only make or want one 

instructor.  Contact Ed Ertel for specifics.  Call Ed Ertel evenings at 860-875-6187, or e-mail at erteled@yahoo.com .  You can 
write to Ed at 65 Loehr Road, Tolland, CT 06084-3211.   

  
Also, our Downeast Show is the same weekend as the New England Woodcarvers Retreat in RI. I mention this, as several 

people had asked me about it.  
  

Keep the ©chips© flying, your knives and wits sharp, and your fingers out of the way,  ;-) 
Loyd  
 
 
 
Will Rogers, who died in a plane crash with Wylie Post in 1935, was probably the greatest political sage this country has ever  known.  
Enjoy the following: 

1.  Never slap a man who©s chewing tobacco. 
2.  Never kick a cow chip on a hot day.  Continued on Page 11 

 
 

 



 
 

Chapter  Repor ts 
 

Central Maine Carvers 
 
   Hello.  My name is Jarod White and I am the new 
reporter for the Central Maine Carvers Group. I am 
fourteen years old and I love to wood carve!  I learned 
about woodcarving by earning my Woodcarving Merit 
Badge in Boy Scouts.  Last fall my father and I joined the 
Central Maine Wood Carvers group.  
  
   The last meeting for our group was on 4/19/06 and we 
had sixteen carvers present.  For a project, we started to 
carve a little trout.  They came out great, but sadly enough 
they were not big enough to keep! The group was 
instructed by Gordon Harde.  Mr. Harde had a beautiful 
model already done for us to observe.   He also carved 
along with us; being about one step ahead.  At one point, 
Mr. Harde passed around his carving for all to see .  
Unfortunately, during this time period, his slippery little 
brookie swam away and came up amongst the missing!  
One brookie did "swim" back, but it looked like it migrated 
upstream through some power generator turbines!  After 
much searching, Mr. Harde©s wayward brookie returned 
and the class continued.  
  
   Elections were also held at the last meeting.  I was 
elected as the reporter and Jim Violette was appointed 
Chapter Representative in absentia!  I don©t think many 
members will be missing any future meeting!  Thanks Mr. 
Violette!  
 

Jarod White, Reporter 
 
 

Coastal Carvers 

Eighteen people were in attendance and a visitor, Phil 
Vollmer, was welcomed.  Carol Durgin called the meeting 
to order.  She gave a brief rundown of the annual meeting 
and some procedures discussed by the BOD for funding 
and setting up seminars.  We were reminded of the 
Downeast Show Committees meeting Saturday, April 29.   

Next month our meeting will be held on the third 
Saturday, May 20 to avoid the Memorial Day weekend.  
We are to bring items to carve for the Downeast Show and 
some to share with others as well.  Also remember in your 
summer carving projects to carve Christmas ornaments for 
the Good Will-Hinckley Tree project.   

 

In June, we will meet at the Wade’s home for a cookout 
before the summer break.  All should bring something to 
grill and something to share.  The address is 68 Walpole 
Meetinghouse Rd.  Take Rt. 130 heading toward Pemaquid 
out of the town of Damariscotta.  When you get to 
Hanleys© Market (on your left) take the right turn opposite 
it toward South Bristol (Rt. 129).  Go less than a mile to 
your first left and you should see a sign for the Walpole 
Meetinghouse Road.  Turn onto that road.  The first 
building on the left is the Meetinghouse.  Go to the first 
driveway on the left after that (which doesn©t have a 
mailbox) and that©s US.  You should see a sign on a tree 
that says Wade, 68.   Our driveway curves and most of the 
others are straight.  Maps will be available at Coastal 
Carvers May meeting if you need one. 

The annual outing at Moxie Lake will be July 29th.  Mark 
it on your calendar now.  See Karen Knowles for further 
details. 

Show-n-tell:  Wooden spoon by Ken McDonald, Gnome 
by Karen Knowles and her found moose antler and dry-ki, 
a relief of lighthouse by Bill Martel, relief of eagle (which 
is the first effort) by our guest Phil Vollmer, Easter egg & 
chick pin by Bev Nickerson,  weighted fish lure by Gordon 
Harde, Tufted Titmouse by Gary Sainio. 

 

Refreshments followed by free-carving to work on 
finishing projects.. 

Barbara Wade, Secretary 

Helpful Hint #1 - If you are choking on an ice cube, don©t panic.  
Simply pour a cup of boiling water down your throat and presto, 
the blockage will be almost instantly removed. 

 
 
 



 
 

South Coast Carvers 
 
The South Coast Carvers met on Tuesday, April 25th at 
WoodCraft in Newington NH.  There has not been much 
going on and spring seems to have kept some members 
from attending the meeting. 
 
We had five members present, most of the regulars made 
it.  We had one of our regulars missing this month and the 
rumor was that he left for the World Show and over shot 
Maryland my about a thousand miles and ended up in 
Florida.  So we all hope that George makes it back. 
 
The meeting went on as usual.  We had a great Show and 
Tell.  Brian was working on his version of a Robin.  We 
welcomed Clifton Day back from Florida;  he was working 
on a pair of Dolphins.   Nice to see Cliff doing something 
besides a Santa.  Paul Durant had a walking stick.  All in 
all it was an enjoyable night 
 
The South Coast Carvers meet each and every month at 
Wood Craft, and all are welcome, you might pick up some 
well-appreciated advice or maybe just get some advice 
anyways.  So if you are free any month, please come and 
join us. 

Bob Philippe 
 

 
Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers 

The meeting at Ann Gavin©s house was a big success.   
There was a small glitch in the Mapquest directions, but 
thanks to the signs outside, everybody made it okay. I don©t 
think there©s anyone else wandering out there looking for 
Bandbox Road.   Thanks very much to Loyd Clark for 
teaching us how to do the study stick for a face (and for 
being patient with some of us klutzes).  Special thanks to 
Ann Gavin©s parents who graciously opened their home to 
the Streaked Mountain Woodcarving Club mob.  

 

 

 

 

Next meeting at Merle Glines house:   The address is:  325 
Paris Hill Rd So. Paris 04281,  Phone: 743-2577  This is by 
Paris Hill.  Call Merle if you have trouble finding the 
house. 

It was voted that there would no longer be a summer break. 
It was felt that, even if the meetings were small, meeting in 
the summer would help us to stay motivated, gain 
inspiration and just generally be fun. 

Norway Library will have a display lasting 3wks to a 
month. Jack Frost brought some of our members© carvings 
over to the Library to put in the display case. Stop by if 
you are in the neighborhood. -  

Pauline Larone 
labean@megalink.net 

 
Carver  Street Carvers 

Not much happening here.  We have a new wood carver.  I 
think he came with experience, his name is Art Carona. 
 Sister Paulette is trying to leave us again,  she is currently 
out in Montana for a job interview. Our white tails are 
taking shape.  We should have a “herd”  any day now.   I 
think we will have some items for show this year.  Talk to 
you next time. 

Loretta Rabassa 

Capital Carvers 
 
Well the month of April has almost passed!  It seems as 
though we just started. And now?  Well we©ll have to 
report next month. 

Joe Mills 
jcmills@fairpoint.net  

 


