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A message from your recently appointed President....

I must tell you that my “ascension” into the office of President of the Maine Wood Carvers Association (because of a
by-law provision, related to aresignation of a President), came as much of a surprise to me as it probably hasto you. |
told the nominating committee several years ago, when they convinced me to run for the office of Vice President, that |
would be willing to serve as Vice President, if elected, but when the next nominating committee was convened, | would
not be available as a candidate for President!

Be that asit may, | will fill the role of President of your Association to the best of my ability. | do know quite clearly
what is expected of me and | hope that my leadership will serve you well.

On August 19, your Board of Directors elected Bab Perry, of the Streaked Mountain Carvers Chapter, to fill the Vice
President’s chair, which | vacated. Our terms of office will run until the next annual meeting in March of 2007 (7
months), when the newly elected Officers, an elected at-large Director and the six appointed Chapter Directors will
assume their positions in our organization.

Thefirst order of business, for me and the many hel ping hands who have volunteered, is to pull off one of the best
Downeast Wood Carving and Wildlife Art shows ever...on October 7 and 8 in Augusta. We can use still more
volunteers and when asked, | hope that you will willingly “pitchin”.

Many volunteers can make a very successful show with a minimum amount of “work” for each volunteer who
participates. Please always remember that the MWCA isyour organization and the annual show isyour show. We are
well underway in the planning effort, as most of you already know. | am very confident that you would be very pleased
with the planning results to date, if you knew all of the details. Kathy Webster, in another section of this newsletter,
will update you on our show planning efforts.

Dave Brown.

ANNUAL DUES are DUE NOW!

Membership dues are due as of September 1. Please renew your membership
before September 1, by sending your check, made payable to MWCA to:

Pat Cornwell, Treasurer ‘
Maine Wood Carvers Association
193 Harpswell Islands Road
Harpswell ME 04079

Individual Member: $15 annually
Family Membership: $22.50 annudly




James M acdonald, Featured Artist

James Macdonald has been creating custom furniture featuring
marquetry and inlay work at his studio in Burnham, Maine since
1989. Before setting out on his own he spent time
cabinetmaking, guitarmaking, and boatbuilding in Connecticut.
Possibly one of the last back-to-the-landers, he moved to Maine
in 1984, built a passive-solar house, and settled in. Since then he
has been designing and making fine furniture to the highest
standards of craftsmanship. He strives to create work that suits
the needs of his clients as well as their fancy.

Recently James has been focusing on marquetry, the creating of
pictures using thin veneers of different kinds of wood. Initially
learning the technique from marquetry master Silas Kopf, James
has gone on to assist Mr. Kopf in the teaching of this craft during
weeklong workshops at the Center for Furniture Craftsmanship
in Rockport, Maine. Marquetry can be used to embellish a
furniture design or can be displayed on the wall. Please contact
James for further information about hiswork. (207) 948-3703
or go to www.macdonald-marquetry.com

Marquetry isthe craft of covering a structural carcass with
veneer forming decorative patterns, designs or pictures. The result may be furniture, decorated small objects or
free-standing pictures. Marquetry differs from the more ancient craft of inlay, in which a solid body of one
material is cut out to receive sections of another. Materials

The veneer used is primarily wood, but may include bone or ivory, turtle-shell (conventionally called
"tortoiseshell"), mother-of-pearl or pewter, brass and fine metals. Marquetry using colored straw was a specialty
of some European spa resorts from the end of the 18th century. Many exotic woods as well as common European
varieties can be employed.

The simplest kind of marquetry uses only two sheets of veneer, which are temporarily glued together and cut
with a fine saw, producing two contrasting panels of identical design, (in French called partie and contre-partie,
"part" and "counterpart"). Simple geometric marquetry designs reminiscent of basketwork, tiling or trelliswork,
are often called @arquetry,@n reference to the similar patterning of parquet flooring.

Marquetry as a modern craft is most commonly knife-cut: the knife used is therefore of paramount importance.
Other requirements are a pattern of some kind, some cheap (i.e. not very sticky) clear sticky tape, PVA glue and
abase-board. Finishing the piece will require sand-paper or wire wool, possibly with a sanding block. Either
ordinary varnish or the techniques of french polish can be used to seal the piece.

History: The technique of veneered marquetry had itsinspiration in 16th century Florence (and at Naples).
Marquetry elaborated upon Florentine techniques of inlaying solid marble slabs with designs formed of fitted
marbles, jaspers and semi-precious stones. Thiswork, called opere di commessi, is known in English as pietra
dura. In Florence, the Chapel of the Medici at San Lorenzo is completely covered in a colored marble facing
using this demanding jig-sawn technique.

Taken fromweb site: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marquetry



Mike M cCarthy, Featured Carver

When you see and hold one of Mike McCarthy® hand-carved
decoys, it evokes images of the old market hunters who gunned the
windswept marshes along the Atlantic Flyway more than a century
ago. Y ou can almost see their ruddy, weathered faces and hear the
freezing rain pelting their oilskins as they shoulder their heavy
double guns and swing on the ducks pitching into the wooden
decoys bobbing in the chop before them -- decoys just like the ones
Mike carvestoday.

While many of today®bird carvers strive for meticulous perfection
with burned-in feather detail in recreating life-like ducks, Mike has
found alove for carving antique style working decoys, whose
beauty isin their smplicity.

It all began when he started whittling neckerchief sides and
walking sticks with his pocket knife as a Boy Scout. Then he later
progressed to relief carving until he took lessons from Sister
Gertrude Gaudette in Fall River around 1983

"Sister Gertrude discovered that | had the aptitude for carving in the
round (three-dimensional) rather than on flat surfaces and | began
carving caricatures (figurines)," Mike said. "'l enjoyed carving
something that | could hold in my hand.”

Theinspiration for decoy carving came shortly thereafter when
Mike was in an antique shop in Maine® Boothbay Harbor. Being a duck hunter, an old L.L. Bean cork decoy
caught his eye so he bought it.

"I thought it would look really nice in the house," he said. "And | also bought a book on antique decoys and was
fascinated by the ones that the old masters like EImer Crowell and Joe Lincoln had carved. They were beautiful.
The lines were graceful and the tones were soft. | couldn®wait to get home and start carving them.” The folk
artist was born.

Mike now produces his decoys in a simple workshop in back of his Mattapoisett home. Except for a band saw he
uses to rough cut a duck shape from the wood block, he still carves and finishes his decoys by hand with smple
hand tools, like knives, rasps and gouges, just like the old days. And it®become his life®vocation.

Mike now exhibits his work at about 25-30 shows around New England each year and has made his mark. He®
developed a style that®earned him numerous awards including several "best of show, " "best of class' and "first
place" ribbons at many New England competitions. So people can see how much work goes into each decoy, he
carves while exhibiting at the shows.

"I@n grateful to the public,” Mike said. "Fine people have kept me going. | carve to please myself, but it also
pleases other people.”

With its many bays and marshes, coastal Massachusetts is steeped in waterfowling history, which is why people
like the antique style -- the smooth lines, the soft finishes. It reminds them of asimpler timein life. And it makes
them think about taking time to smell the roses.

Mike's shop islocated at 189 North St. Mattapoisett, M assachusetts on the corner of Abby Lane, 758-9596.

Excerpts from an article in southcoasttoday.com, 10/11/98



