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On October 15 & 16, Peter 
Benson, Chairman of the British 
Woodcarvers Assoc., conducted a 
class on carving a sitting Polar 
Bear.  More photos inside. 
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 Well another month has gone by…’only X days ‘ til Christmas’  signs will soon be evident.  Doesn’ t seem 
another year has almost gone by.  I really miss sitting outside in the warmth and carving, letting the ‘chips’  fall 
where they may and not worrying about cleaning them up.  Besides, I find the light much better outdoors, as it’ s 
easier to see any flaws and areas that ‘need attention’ .  Time to start, or finish up some gifts for the holidays [or as 
some feel by Jan 1, the holly-daze]. 

  
The New England Woodcarvers Retreat was great again this year. They had the largest turnout ever. 

The ‘project’  they chose for the school was a full sized moose and they completed it by Monday morning. The 
moose had to be taken outside in pieces and the legs and antlers assembled out there, as it would not have fit thru 
the doors otherwise. I did the fantasy houses in cottonwood bark for my 2-day seminar with Tony Erickson, and a 
wood spirit carving for the Monday class with Chris Howard.  Both of the instructors will be back next year, and I 
would highly recommend them.  I didn’ t get to carve with Ol’  Don, but he did give us all a brief course in laying 
out a face, etc., Friday night.  I’m hoping to take a ‘class’  with him next year, as those I talked to about him had 
nothing but praise for him. 

  
The Peter Benson seminar was a great experience, and all that attended learned a lot and we had a great 

time doing it. As usual, he had several helpful tips and techniques to give his students. Peter said he’d like to 
return next year for another seminar, assuming he makes it across ‘ the pond’ , as the price of the flight across has 
risen tremendously over the years. We talked about doing a human face next year and all those present were quite 
excited with that idea.  However, he wants to start with a square block of wood cut in half along the diagonal, so 
the right angle for the face/head is already established.  I was glad to hear that, after carving away for over a day 
at a block of wood to establish a face at the New Eng. WC Retreat with him last year, and still being quite away 
from being finished after 2 + days. But, it was a learning experience and I’m sure this next one will be also. 

  
Dave Sabol also has expressed interest in returning next year, so there are 2 possible seminars with 

excellent instructors for next year.  
  
A wood carver friend from another state sent me 

the following cartoon, which I found humorous [and too 
true].  I’m sure there are several of you that can ‘ relate to’  
the cartoon also.   ;oD 

 
 Well, guess that wraps it up for another month. 

Stay out of the wet, assuming you haven’ t floated away yet. 
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Chapter  Repor ts 
 

Central Maine Carvers 

2005 Good Will-Hinckley Festival of Trees 

 A sponsor has been provided to us for the Festival of Trees at 
Hinckley School. 

The viewing is open to the public from Sunday, December  
4th to Saturday Dec. 10th. 

If you are going to donate to this project, please get your 
ornament(s) to me by November  20 at the latest.  It makes it 
so much easier to decorate the tree when we have all the 
ornaments at once. 

Send to me at: 

435 Cushman Road, Winslow, Me 04901 

Thanks - Donn Wolfe 
 

 
Coastal Carvers 

 

 
 

Carol Durgin gave a short report on the Board of Director’s 
meeting.  Dave Brown, Vice President of MWCA, feels it is 
very important to keep open, on-going communication within 
the membership.  He has volunteered to develop some 
guidelines so Board members can carry information back to 
chapter members.  Each Board representative will, in turn, 
bring ideas, concerns and interests of their chapter back to the 
Board meeting.  Marcia Berkall reported on the website and 
more information will follow.  The annual show site nor date 
has yet to be determined. 

 
 
There were interesting pieces for Show and Tell – a  
beautifully painted and mounted Cardinal, Japanese Mamma-
san with baby sporting a tiny tuft of hair,  butterfly pins, 
miniature owl, 2 Halloween Jack-o-Lantern head boys (one 
holding his own Jack-o-Lantern), a running figure (not shown 
in photo), a Maine cane piece featuring a can of Bondo, 
flamingo, snowflake and Bullwinkle; a polar bear from the 
recent Peter Benson Seminar and wolf head for cane handle.  
The Friendship Cane, under construction, is at the bottom of 
the above photo. 
 
We had a Christmas Ornament blank swap.  Each person 
brought a blank which was secreted into a brown bag.  Then 
we all selected a brown bag mystery package to be completed 
and returned to the November 19 meeting.  These ornaments 
are for the Good Will-Hinckley Festival of Trees. 
 

 
 
Gordon Harde volunteered to be auctioneer and Kathy 
Webster was recorder for the auction of items provided by 
Myra and Fred Clunie.  Books, posters, patterns, issues of 
Nat’ l Wildlife, Chip Chats, Wildfowl Carving and 
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Woodcarvers Illustrated, came up for bid.  A silent wood 
auction followed.  About $400 was realized from the auction 
and the Clunies send their appreciation.  We thank the Clunies 
for giving us this opportunity to acquire some of those 
wonderful items, especially the beautiful books.   
 
Carol Durgin graciously donated one of her beautifully 
painted pumpkins as a door prize.  The pumpkin, painted with 
fox and weasel in the moonlight, was won by Karen Knowles.   
 
Please note the date change for our November meeting.  It 
will be NOVEMBER 19.  At the November 19 meeting, our 
new member, Bill Martel, is going to do a name tag feather 
pin with us.   
 
Please bring your completed ornaments for the Good Will-
Hinckley Tree.   

 
 

South Coast Carvers 
 
The South Coast Carvers met at the Woodcraft Store in 
Newington, NH during hurricane Wilma.  Needless to say, 
attendance was slightly off, but we still had a good time. 
 
Show and Tell produced many pieces consisting of  7 spoons, 
a Santa, a bark carving, a blue jay, a bear, a key chain and a 
whale.  By the time this report is finished I©m sure there will 
be other pieces as many members were actively carving. 
 
A report was given on the Spirit of Wood Show.  George 
Calef, Brian Barber, Paul Durant and Robert Perry represented 
the Maine club in various capacities.  The show appeared to be 
very successful; there was a very large attendance. 
 
The next meeting is the fourth Tuesday of November.  All are 
welcome. 

 
George Calef, Sec. 

Brian Barber 
New Hampshire 

 
 The Holiday 2005 issue of Woodcarving 
I llustrated just arrived at my house.  Look for  
Miniature Chickadee Pin by George Calef on Page 
70.  Congratulation, George, on your first article 
for this magazine.  Hope to see more in the future.  
Nice layout, descriptions and photography!    Ed.   
 
 

Streaked Mountain Wood Carvers 
 
 Streaked Mountain Carvers met Saturday the 15th at Dave 
Peatfield©s home for the October meeting.  There were 11 
members and 3 guests present.  We were delighted when 
Jackie Angers and her son, Chuck, arrived.  We have not had 
the pleasure of her company for some time.  We missed many 
of the regular attendees who were at the Peter Benson  seminar 
or other commitments.  Much of the meeting was devoted to 
discussion of the Downeast Show questionnaire.  Every one 
was encouraged to voice their opinion and those who are 
MWCA members were encouraged to complete the 
questionnaire and return it.  Most had already done so. 
  
While demonstrating at the Oxford County Fair, the Art 
teacher at Hartford - Sumner Elementary School offered the 
opportunity for our club to display our work in the foyer at the 
school for the month of November.  It was voted to comply 
with this request.  A discussion concerning the possibility of a 
youth carving class followed.  More research and planning 
needs to now take place. Bob Perry will be responsible for 
placing the carving in the school display case.  
  
Ken Grover passed out plans for the next step in the creation 
of the Circus Wagon.  We will devote time to work on this 
project at the November meeting. 
  
The Buckfield Logo project was displayed and some work was 
done on it and much discussion as to details in the project. 
  
Dave, Clarence and Bob reported on their trip to the Wood 
Carvers retreat in Rhode Island the previous weekend. A great 
time! 
  
Show & Tell was no less exciting than previous sessions. We 
have some very talented carvers in our midst. 
  
The November meeting will be held at the usual time and 
place (80 Gammon Rd., Sumner) Saturday the 12th.  Hope to 
see you there. 

 Bob Perry 
 

Capitol Carvers 
 

January 20-22, 2006 Novice-Advanced 
2 FT WAR OF 1812 EAGLE WALL HANGING 
(bench knife & gouges) 
George Gunning          $135.00 
 
January 28, 2006 Novice-Advanced 
FACE STRUCTURE STUDY STICK 
Loyd Clark                  $35.00 
 
February 3-5, 2006 Intermediate-Advanced 
2 FOOT FLYING HAWK 
George Gunning          $185.00 
NOTE: This class is limited to 4 carvers. 
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Carver  Street Carvers 

We have been busy working on the Good Will Tree 
ornaments.  Hopefully we will have those completed on time. 

We have been broadening our horizons in doing some bigger 
projects also.  Sr. Paulette is carving a large morning dove.  
She doesn©t need a pattern;  she has it in her head.  The project 
just takes form.  The completed project always boggles our 
minds.  Most of us have a pattern to go by but she just whittles 
away to a fantastic piece!  Must be nice. 

Bill has been assigned to home after some minor surgery, but 
he should be up and running by next week.  Hurry back, Bill, 
we miss you!  Also Bev O©Clair is having a bout of the Big 
C.   She has gotten through the chemo and radiation.  She 
needs everyone to say a prayer for her recovery, please. 

Loretta Rabassa 

Not all of our carvers have come back after summer’s fun and 
relaxation.  Come on back people its lonesome without you! 

onth.  
 

 
As you have read in this month’s chapter  
repor ts, Chr istmas ornaments for  the Good Will-
Hinckley Festival of Trees should be collected, 
given to someone in your  Chapter , who should 
be assigned the task of getting them to Donn 
Wolfe before November 20.  The festival  is a 
week-long program at the school to raise funds 
for  the school.   
 

 
Skillin’s Garden Centers, all three 
locations (Brunswick, Falmouth 
and Cumberland),  will be hosting 
their annual mid-January Art 

Show.  Stop in to the Center nearest you for an 
entry form.  They would love to have more wood 
carving entries…a good way to promote yourself 
and woodcarving in general.  

 
FINANCIAL REPORT MWCA  

Checkbook 
9/23/05 to 10/31/05 

 
Starting Balance  $4,006.41 
 
INCOME: 
Memberships $1,120.00 
Benson Seminar 250.00 
Refund from McAuley School 200.00 
Reimbursement for questionnaire 
    postage from Joyce Lawrence 59.20 
TOTAL INCOME $1,629.20 
 
EXPENSE: 
Benson Seminar $300.00 
Newsletter 409.69 
Postage for Sec/Treas. 36.74 
TOTAL EXPENSE $746.43 
 
Ending Balance    $4,889.18 
 
Details of any transactions are available from the Treasurer, 
Patricia Cornwell 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2005 DOWNEAST SHOW EXPENSES 
 
Hall Rental $1,975.00 
Insurance (Trailer/hall)*  700.00 
Posters 357.11 
Flyers 39.37 
Advertisement**  34.57 
Advertisement**  23.31 
Postage 5.30 
Judge’s Fees (9) 30.00 
Prize Money 275.00 
Supplies 15.74 
Mail Raffle Prizes 23.74 
Consignment Money 270.00 
Vendor’s Food Vouchers 208.00 
Table & Chair Rental 503.50 
TOTAL EXPENSES as of 9/20/05 $4,790.64 
 
*Annual fee for Liability which covers MWCA activities, 
including the Downeast Show. 
 
**Advertising bill of $198.30 for Portland Press Herald 
display ad was received after this report. 

 


